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STAIRCASE 


ALLEYRAND said, as everyone 

knows, that his wit always came to 
him on the staircase. In like manner, 
courage seems to come to many persons 
after the subscription book agent has 
departed. ‘They have been unable to 
withstand his fluency, his snobbish ref- 
erences to the best people in town, his 
unctuous flattery, his sentimental con- 
cern for the future of the children. The 
householder—sometimes the librarian— 
has, in that moment of artificially induced 
exaltation which clever salespeople know 


COURAGE 


how to create, weakly signed his name. 
Then, almost before the agent has turned 
the corner, the reaction has set in; the 
purchaser has a sinking feeling in chest 
and knees. He has signed for a set of 
books he does not want, at a price he 
cannot afford to pay. 

The American Library Association 
often hears of these sad cases. The 
householder or his local librarian writes 
to the A. L. A. for advice, for help in 
getting out of a situation in which he has 


got himself. There is little the A. L. A. 
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can do except sympathize; it can not 
advise anyone to break a contract. If 
there has been some misrepresentation 
and one can establish the fact, that is 
another matter. If the sales methods of 
the concern appear to be unjust, or un- 
ethical, or bordering on the illegal, the 
best thing to do is to send a complete 
record of the transaction, copies of cor- 
respondence, form of contract, etc., to the 
Federal Trade Commission at Washing- 
ton, asking it to investigate the firm, 
if this has not already been done. 

It is not uncommon for the A. L. A. 
to receive a letter like this one: “Can 
you give me an opinion on the Everready 
Reference Library? I contracted for 
these books through the Jones Publishing 
Company and feel they are not up to 
standard and would like to know officially 
what their standing is.” To which the 


A. L. A. feels like replying: “Dear 


Madam: This is not a good set and you 
are wasting about 60% of your money. 
But why ask our opinion now? The time 
to get an opinion on the books was before 
you signed the contract.” 

Here is another characteristic letter, 
from a college librarian: “I wish to 
know the Subscription Books Bulletin’s 
rating of the Wisdom of the Nations. 
Do the publishers practice reliable busi- 
ness methods? Their agent has been on 
the campus recently. He avoided the 
library but several faculty members are 
concerned so please let me hear.” How 
are those faculty members “concerned” 
if they did not sign orders for the books? 
Why did they not ask their librarian 
while the agent was there what she knew 
or could find out about the books, holding 
the order blank until they could secure 


some dependable information? What 
can the Subscription Books Bulletin do 
for them now? 

Another librarian writes: “One of my 
patrons was persuaded by an agent to 
sign for a set of books and a two-year 
course of study, at a cost of $90. She 
cannot afford to go on with the subscrip- 
tion though she has paid down ten dollars. 
She is willing to lose that but the firm 
refuses to cancel her subscription or re- 
lease her from membership. Can you 
not help her?” 

Did not that unfortunate lady know 
while the agent was in her house that she 
could not afford to pay $90 for these 
books and this course of study? Where 
were her common sense and her firmness 
then? 

Many of these people find their courage 
later and withstand the cajoleries and 
threats of publishers or agents with great 
resolution. They decline to accept the 
books when they arrive and the express- 
man ships them back to the wrathy pub- 
lisher. Whether these cases reach the 
courts or not we cannot say—certainly 
there are many threats of legal action. 

We urge householders to summon their 
bravery at that first interview; to decline 
to order books they have not seen or do 
not need; to remember that there are 
good subscription works and poor ones 
and that the smooth talk of a salesman 
may make the bad sound better than the 
good; to insist on deferring a decision 
until the set can be examined or the 
librarian consulted, or the American 
Library Association communicated with 
—in short to exercise at least as much 
judgment as they would show in buying 
a set of golf clubs or a refrigerator. 
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Reviews 


Athenians. 154 East Erie St., Chicago, 
W. F. Quarrie and co. 1932. 
$98.50. 

This is an organization sponsored by 
the publishers of the World book as a 
selling method for that publication, a 
method which has been used by various 
publishers, some of whom offer sets of 
books of very slight value. Since the 
standing of the World book is unques- 
tioned, it is to be expected that the course 
of lectures and the leadership of the 
discussion groups in this study course will 
be of the same character. 

Each .member signs an application 
blank to become a member of a local 
chapter of the Athenians, a national 
organization, and receives a National 
Membership card and a complete set of 
the World book encyclopedia, which is 
to be used as the basic text in connection 
with the course of study. Each member, 
is also furnished with outlines for the 
course of study covering two years (40 
sessions). These outlines are supplied 
as needed for the chapter meetings. 

The applicant pays $18.50 with the 
application and $10.00 a month there- 
after until the sum of $98.50 is paid. 

The chief objections to such a plan 
are that many people are talked into at- 
tempting a study course who will never 
complete it; and a study course based on 
any encyclopedia is likely to be scrappy 
and superficial. 

After careful examination of the out- 
lines and plans for this project, it is 
recommended to those who wish to pur- 
sue a course of study in connection with 


the purchase of an encyclopedia. They 
should remember, of course, that the 
encyclopedia can be purchased for $69.00 
without membership in the Athenians. 

For evaluations of the World book en- 
cyclopedia and its annuals see the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin for January, 
1930; July, 1932; and October, 1932. 
Caravan. Sold by the Book House for 

Children, 360 North Michigan Ave., 

Chicago. $28; deferred payments 

$29.75. 

This is an enterprising undertaking in 
bookselling along the lines advocated by 
H. Ashbrook in her suggestive article, 
Book Buying in Littletown, which ap- 
peared in the Publishers’ Weekly of 
January 7, 1933. A well chosen col- 
lection of children’s books, including 16 
titles and 8 alternates, all in the original 
trade bindings, are grouped together and 
offered for sale at $28. 

The selection includes the following 
titles: Pinocchio, Treasure Island, 
Arabian nights, Alice’s adventures in 
W onderland, Heidi, Tom Sawyer, Little 
women, Story of Dr. Dolittle, Children’s 
Homer, Poppy seed cakes, Jungle book, 
Wonderful locomotive, Hitty, Boy’s 
King Arthur, This singing world for 
younger children, Merry adventures of 
Robin Hood. ‘The alternates are: 
Household stories, Hans Brinker, Robin- 
son Crusoe, Winnie the Pooh, Jumping 
off place, A child’s history of the world 
(Hillyer), Spice and the devil’s cave, 
Heroes of civilization. 

The editions, as well as the titles of 
the standard works, such as Heidi, 
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Arabian nights, Robin Hood, etc., have 
been carefully chosen for illustrations, 
physical make-up, translation and literary 
merit. 

In these columns we have many times 
indicated in our estimate of children’s 
sets which include a general compilation 
of children’s literature, that the price of 
the set could be better invested in in- 
dividual titles for children. Children’s 
librarians have always thought that chil- 
dren found more joy in the possession of 
story books, if each had its own person- 
ality, its individual binding and its char- 
acteristic illustrations. The tendency to 
adapt, cut and re-tell stories for inclusion 
in sets has always been deplored. Chil- 
dren tire of the uniformity of bindings 
in a set as they tire of their toys, and in- 
evitably purchase of a large compilation 
of children’s literature includes invest- 
ment in much material that will not be 
used. However, we have also recognized 
the fact that many mothers, particularly 
those remote from libraries and good 
book buying centers, do not know what 
to buy for their children. Many of 
them buy no books at all unless books 
are brought to their attention—indeed 
brought to their doors. For these reasons 
we are particularly interested in this 
undertaking of the Book House for 
Children. 

The selection of titles in the Caravan 
is excellent, including old favorites as 
well as the best of the modern stories of 
which many mothers will not have heard. 
At the price at which the collection is 
offered, the home purchaser will make 
a slight saving over the retail price. Li- 
braries getting 10% discount or more 
can purchase these books more reasonably. 





Our best wishes go out with the agents 
who are taking this collection into com- 
munities where good books are scarce, 
and we recommend purchase for 
homes where there are children from 6 
to 16 years of age. 

Commercial atlas of the world, 
featuring new 1930 census; by Lloyd 
Edwin Smith; ed. by Frederick K. 
Branom. 621 Plymouth Court, Chi- 


cago, Geographical publishing co., 
1931. Price variously quoted at $5, 
and $6.90. 


This atlas, 15 by 21 inches, contains 
some 120 pages of text and 80 pages of 
maps. The contents, both text and maps, 
are almost identical with those in the 
New census atlas of the world published 
by Reilly and Lee company, and reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin 
October, 1931. The criticisms of that 
atlas apply equally to the Commercial 
atlas, although the enlargement of the 
maps makes them clearer and easier to 
read. Maps of the north and south poles 
and of “North America animated” are 
the only additions. In the text there are 
some acditional illustrations and tables 
of population figures, steamship lines, 
imports, exports, seaports, products, 
postal information, etc. The difference 
in size and arrangement disguises the 
fact that these two atlases are so nearly 
the same, and librarians have purchased 
both, unaware that they were duplicating 
material. 

We wish again to call attention to 
Article II in our Code of Practice as 
published in our last issue. ‘This con- 
demns the practice of selling the same 
or nearly the same publications under 
different titles. The Federal Trade 
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Commission has also been active in its 
efforts to restrain this practice. 

The Commercial atlas of the world is 
printed on paper of poor quality which 
has not stood up under library wear. The 
gazetteer feature is quite inadequate 
since there is no general index, merely a 
list of places with population figures on 
the back of each map. Both vernacular 
and translated names are given, but there 
are few or no references from former 
names of places, such as the needed ref- 
erence from St. Petersburg to Lenin- 
grad. The name of the publishing com- 
pany should not be confused with the 
National Geographic Society or the 
American Geographical Society. 

Because of its reasonable price this 
atlas may be considered a practical 
purchase to save wear and tear upon the 
more expensive volumes in a collection. 
However, we do not recommend it. 
Encyclopedia of health and physical 
culture; ed. by Bernarr Macfadden. 8v. 

1926 Broadway, New York City, 

Macfadden Book co., 1931, 9th ed. 

$45. 

According to its introduction this set 
is designed to take the place of what 
would be the 9th edition of the Encyclo- 
pedia of physical culture. Its claim to a 
thorough revision could not be verified 
by the reviewer, but a comparison with 
the seventh edition of the Encyclopedia 
of physical culture showed a complete 
rewriting and use of new illustrations 
throughout. The introduction acknowl- 
edges assistance from contributors drawn 
from a wide range of professions and 
occupations and states that the central 
staff included well known physicians. 
Special acknowledgment is made to six- 





teen individuals and eight institutions and 
organizations, including Edmund C. 
Gray, M.D., William L. Love, M.D., 
Charles A. Clinton, M.D., and Donald 
A. McCaskey, M.D. Articles are not 
signed, however, certainly a serious de- 
fect in a work which encroaches very 
definitely on the field of the physician. 
The booklet entitled 4 simple guide to 
health is sent out as an advertising 
medium, and is accompanied by a form 
letter which offers to purchasers of the 
set free health service for one year. A 
quotation from the letter follows: 

“Our staff of health experts is at 
your service to answer questions on 
all matters pertaining to health and 
body building. THIS SERVICE 
IS FREE ONLY TO OWNERS 
OF THE ENCYCLOPEDIA. As 
an owner, you may call at the New 
York office personally for free con- 
sultation—or if that is not possible, 
write at any time to our health ex- 
perts for such advice and service as 
you desire. Simply outline your 
problem and back comes the answer 
by first class mail—personal, indi- 
vidual and confidential.:. . 

“Every imaginable subject is 
covered in these great books. Anat- 
omy, physiology, diet and nutrition, 
exercise, games . . . sex, parent- 
hood, child problems, home nursing, 
therapeutics, water treatments . . 
and most important of all, two 
complete volumes on DIAGNOSIS 
and HOME TREATMENT of 
disease. Every symptom of almost 
every known disease is discussed at 
length. A gold mine of informa- 
tion! The kind of information that 
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may help you prevent acute illnesses, 
chronic ill health, suffering—and 
possible death.” 

The scope of the work is extremely 
broad, as is evident from the following 
brief table of contents: v.1, Physiology 
and hygiene; v.2, Diet and health; v.3, 
Exercise and health; v.4, Sex and parent- 
hood; v.5, Health and personality; v.6, 
Sources of health; v.7, Treatment of 
disease—A-E ; v.8, Treatment of disease 
—E-Z. 

The work is not an encyclopedia in 
the ordinary sense of the term, though the 
last two volumes are encyclopedic in ar- 
rangement. The set, as is to be expected, 
is colored largely by the Macfadden 
theories of diet, exercise, massage and 
water treatment. Some of the volumes 
could be placed safely in the hands of the 
layman. ‘They contain sane advice, e.g. 
the sensible chapter on sleep, and they are 
written in a simple non-technical style 
which would be comprehensible to those 
unversed in medical terminology. 

The volume on Diet and Health 
naturally contains many statements of a 
controversial nature, as do most books on 
special dietary systems. No authority 
is given for statements, even for the 
table of food content. A checking of 
this table by two authorities on food 
analysis revealed many discrepancies. 

The two volumes on treatment of 
disease seem to the reviewer to be ex- 
tremely dangerous to place in the hands 
of the ordinary layman, who too often 
seeks in print the remedy for an ailment 
which should be speedily subjected to a 
physician’s diagnosis. ‘Though the state- 
ment is occasionally made in discussion 
of specific diseases that a physician should 








be consulted, the general impression one 
obtains is that self-diagnosis from symp- 
toms is possible and that forms of treat- 
ment suggested are entirely adequate. 

In general the theory propounded by 
the work is that diseases are caused by 
constipation, improper diet, lack of exer- 
cise, or some combination of the three, 
and may be cured by exercise, diet, 
massage or hydrotherapy. 

Statements obviously open to serious 
question are made as if they were well 
established fact. For instance, in re- 
gard to the use of the Schick test and of 
antitoxin in treatment of diphtheria, this 
statement is made: “But these methods 
of testing and of so called immunization 
and protection are to be wholeheartedly 
condemned. Nothing can be further 
from the plan of God Almighty than 
these. Nothing is necessary to protect 
against disease or to cure disease that is 
not necessary to preserve ordinary health. 
Anything else given for such purposes 
must have some detrimental effect upon 
the immediate or future health of the 
recipient of the treatment. If children 
are properly fed and properly brought 
up there should be nothing to fear from 
diphtheria or any other disease.” (See 
also Vaccination in Volume VIII.) 

Regarding vaccination this statement 
is made as if entirely beyond dispute: 
“Vaccination has been the subject of 
much discussion throughout the decades 
of its use. It is credited with reducing 
the prevalence of smallpox, whereas im- 
proved sanitation and hygiene justly 
deserve the credit. Nothing except the 
use of other vaccines and serums can be 
more repugnant than such treatment. 
Many people, especially children, have 
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been killed, many others hopelessly 
maimed, by this treatment. : It belongs 
to past, unenlightened ages and event- 
ually must be resigned to disuse and 
properly discredited.” 

Cancer, it is implied, is caused by im- 
purity in the blood and should be treated 
by hot or cold packs, fasting and specified 
diets, as outlined in the chapter on 
Dietary and vitality-building routines. 

The inclusion of the two volumes on 
diseases should disqualify the set for pur- 
chase by public libraries, if it is to be 
placed in the hands of the general reader. 
Not recommended. 


Every child should know library. 


| 6v. 112 East 32nd St., New York, 


Home and School Book Service. Cash 

$6.50; monthly $7. 

This set comprises 6 volumes of the 
set reviewed in the October, 1931, issue 
of the Subscription Books Bulletin under 
the title Children’s library, 21 volumes, 
Garden City, N. Y., Doubleday, Doran 
& company. 

The six volumes included are Famous 
stories, Folk tales, Fairy tales, Myths, 
Poems, and Heroes. 

The descriptive circular sent out 
makes no mention of the fact that these 
books were published by Doubleday, 
Doran and company. 

History of Cuba, by Willis Fletcher 
Johnson. 5v. N. Y., B. F. Cuck & 
co., inc., 1920. Sold by Francis E. 
Grady, 216 W. 18th St., New York. 
Cloth $17.50. 

This 5-volume publication covers the 
entire range of Cuban history from the 
period of the voyages of Columbus to the 
early years of the 20th century. It begins 
as a travel book and changes into a 





geological and topographical history of 
the island. From the years of the Span- 
ish explorations and settlements, the 
temporary control of the island by the 
British and its subsequent return to 
Spain, and the influence of the develop- 
ment of Cuba upon the rise of the United 
States of America—the history of Cuba 
is treated in detail and no important 
feature is omitted. It is written from 
the Cuban point of view but the author 
does not lose sight of the importance of 
the island in the whole range of inter- 
national political developments. 

Although the work is comprehensive 
and scholarly it is far too long and costly 
in its present format for the general 
reader. The fifth volume is an excellent 
source book for information pertaining to 
the natural resources of Cuba and could 
stand alone as a work of reference with- 
out destroying the continuity of the set. 

The date of publication, 1920, pre- 
cludes information of the last thirteen 
years which are the years of greatest 
interest to most students today. 

There is an index for the first 4 
volumes at the end of the fourth volume 
and an index for the fifth volume at 
its close. The index is not very satis- 
factory as it contains such entries as, 
for example, Places of historic interest. 

The format of the books is unat- 
tractive, with spongy paper and dim 
photographic plates—chiefly of buildings 
and personages—as well as small text 
embellishments. The print is good and 
the margins are wide. 

This set is intrinsically good and will 
be a useful addition to a large reference 
or historical library if the demand for 
material on the history of Cuba warrants 
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the expenditure; but it is not recom- 

mended for the average public, school, or 

college library. 

Library of entertainment, an anthol- 
ogy of the world’s best literature; 
comp. and ed. by John L. Stoddard, 
with Handbook by John Chilton 
Scammell. 12v., 450 pages per v., 
and Handbook, approx. 168 pages. 
Chicago, Geo. L. Shuman & co., 
c1910-18. 98 full-page colored il- 
lustrations. Cloth $52.50; Art craft 
$67.50; Full leather $89.50. 10% 
discount to libraries. 

As the title implies, this set of books 
offers a browsing collection of samples 
of the writings of great authors of the 
world, from earliest times to 1918, the 
date of publication. 

The text is arranged alphabetically 
by the name of the author and there is 
usually a brief note about the author 


and his work, preceding the selection 


chosen to represent him. ‘The set is 
similar in plan to Warner’s library of the 
world’s best literature but not so 
scholarly in content. 

It was the purpose of the compiler, 
John L. Stoddard, of lecture fame, to 
select only such literature as would be 
enjoyed by men and women and young 
people of average culture, who wish to 
improve their acquaintance with the 
work of the best writers. The set is 
illustrated with 96 attractive colored 
plates, depicting landscape and other 
scenes, some of which have little relation- 
ship to the text. The plates are from 
water-color paintings by A. W. Buhler. 

Intrinsically, this is a good set for 
those who wish a superficial knowledge 
of many writers, without regard to the 


individual taste of the reader or to the 
subject and style of the writing. Any- 
one living in a community which sup- 
ports a public library can obtain a more 
personal selection of good literature 
without cost as libraries contain the 
books from which the extracts have been 
taken. 

The usefulness of this type of com- 
pilation is diminishing as library service 
and Reading with a Purpose courses in- 
crease. Moreover, the actual enter- 
tainment derived from reading extracts 
from the works of great authors is 
problematical. 

The set is good of its kind but is 
not recommended because the need for a 
compilation of this kind is too slight. 
Nebraska; the land and the people, by 

Addison Erwin Sheldon ; and Nebraska 

biography (gratuitously published) ; 

selected and prepared by a special staff 
of writers. 3v. 180 North Wacker 

Drive, Chicago, Lewis Publishing co., 

1931. Library ed., $37.50; de luxe 

ed., $50. Discount on remainders 

50% to libraries. 

Similar in plan to Roll’s Indiana, one 
hundred and fifty years of American 
development, which was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January, 
1933, is this state history issued by the 
same publisher. Volume one deals with 
the history of the state through 1930, 
with the chief emphasis on the political 
and economic development of the state 
and very little on social or cultural his- 
tory. Much statistical information is 
included, and the wealth of detail will 
make the historical volume useful for 
reference purposes. A great disadvantage 
of the work is the total lack of documen- 
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tation; there are no footnote references 

and in many instances the source of 

statistical data is not even indicated. 

The biographical volumes are similar 
to those found in other state histories 
sold by subscription. The arrangement 
is not alphabetical and the basis of selec- 
tion is difficult to determine. 

The author has written several other 
works dealing with Nebraska state his- 
tory, including the Nebraska articles 
in the Encyclopaedia Britannica and in 
the Encyclopedia Americana. 

The typography of the volumes is not 
up to the standard of the Lewis Publish- 
ing company as demonstrated in Roll’s 
Indiana. The volumes are heavy and 
cumbersome, volume one containing over 
a thousand pages, and volumes two and 
three running to over five hundred. The 
illustrations are poorly produced and the 
page layout does not invite the reader. 

Not recommended. 

Nebraskana; biographical sketches of 
Nebraska men and women of achieve- 
ment who have been awarded life 
membership in the Nebraskana So- 
ciety; ed. by Robert Morton Baldwin 
and Sara Mullin Baldwin. Hebron, 
Nebraska, Baldwin co., c1932. 1374 
pages. portraits. Library ed. $20. 
This large and unbelievably heavy 

volume (it weighs, for a fact, nine 

pounds, five ounces) is compiled in the 
typical manner of the many commercial 
promotions that result in the publication 
of local histories and biographical dic- 
tionaries. For its compilation, numerous 

Nebraska citizens were circularized 

and notified that they had been elected 

to the “Nebraskana Society.” The editor 
writes us that the work of this society, 


including, we presume, the election of 
members, was carried out mainly by him- 
self, and he claims that practically every 
man and woman of prominence in Ne- 
braska accepted membership in _ this 
society and that these persons were se- 
lected for their character and the record 
of their achievements. Among the three 
or four thousand biographies included, 
county and small-town officials, contrac- 
tors, farmers, business men, and other 
good citizens of no particular distinction 
outside their own communities are given 
greater space and praise than Willa 
Cather, for instance, whose biography is 
conspicuously short. 

Portraits are included, some few as 
full-page plates in the body of the work, 
but more in the fifty pages of por- 
traits, nine to a page, in alphabetical 
order in the singular arrangement at the 
back of the book. The biographies are 
also arranged in alphabetical order. 
There are many omissions, and the work 
as a whole lacks balance and discrimina- 
tion. 

Because libraries find it hard to locate 
biographical sketches of contemporaries, 
some use can be made of this book in the 
libraries in Nebraska. Even there, how- 
ever, its bulky size and unhandy weight 
noted above will more than counterbal- 
ance its usefulness as a time-saver for 
locating material not easily found else- 
where about people of little note. 

In physical appearance, the volume is 
typical of publications of this kind. 
Heavy, coated paper is used, presumably 
to make the portraits more impressive, 
and the press work is typical of a small 
town newspaper press. It is showily 
bound in green and gold fabrikoid. 
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Its purchase is not recommended even 
for Nebraska libraries, where it pre- 
sumably would have some use, and we 
doubt that libraries outside of that state 
would be justified in giving it shelf 
room, even when it is presented to them. 
Practical English and_ effective 

speech, by Estelle B. Hunter. 15 

brochures. Newed. Chicago, Better 

English Publishing co., 1933. Also 

distributed by Educational Sales co., 

Chicago. $5. 

This course of 15 lessons was originally 
published by the Better English Insti- 
tute of America, under the title Effective 
English, as a very expensive correspond- 
ence course. The lessons have been 
entirely rewritten by the same author 
and are now published by the Better 
English Publishing company. When 
first published in the present form the 
course sold for $17.50 with consulta- 
tion service, final examination and certif- 
icate. The new $5 edition with a more 
attractive cover and design has minor 
revisions and a complete reference index 
bound in the back of lesson 15. 

The purpose of this course is to give 
the student skill in using the language. 
The plan is to develop this skill by in- 
creasing the vocabulary, correcting the 
pronunciation, improving the enunciation, 
and teaching the principles of good 
English. 

Each lesson is in pamphlet form (of 
about 32 pages) and is laid out somewhat 
in the following manner: 

Grammar rules and common mistakes, 
with corrections, rules and reasons ; enun- 
ciation drill; pronunciation exercise; 
menu-French (pronunciation included) ; 
vocabulary development; effective ex- 








pression (each lesson takes up one method 
of expression and well selected quotations 
from various literary works are used) ; 
practice exercises for that particular 
lesson; correct answers to the exercises. 

The set presents the most basic forms 
of good usage in a manner sufficiently 
simple for a comparatively illiterate per- 
son to understand. It is written, how- 
ever, in such a way that it would not 
offend the mentality of any adult. It 
is up to date, including even the current 
slang and possible substitutes for it. The 
common faults of everyday speech are 
brought to light, and substitutions or 
corrections are offered. These are well 
chosen, calling attention to some mistakes 
that even the well educated person is 
prone to make unconsciously. 

The following subjects are stressed 
particularly: overworked expressions, 
both words and phrases ; common mispro- 
nunciations; telescoping words; common 
mistakes in grammar; homonyms, giving 
172 examples; slang; and common enun- 
ciation faults. 

Pronunciation and enunciation rules 
are very graphically and interestingly pre- 
sented. In each case there is first pre- 
sented the proper usage, then the common 
error, and then the proper method re- 
peated. The introduction to lesson 1, 
which explains the set, gives one the 
desire to improve his skill with language, 
both spoken and written. 

The set covers only the most common 
errors and does not go too deeply into 
composition, grammar, and _ involved 
sentence structure. Footnotes are used 
for cross-references. ‘There are exercises 
at the end of each lesson, and the answers 
follow them. This gives the student the 
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opportunity to test himself. In order to 

illustrate any points, a series of sentences 

is given with the important words or 
phrases italicized. ‘Then each sentence 
is thoroughly analyzed and explained. 

Explanations are easily understood, and 

are very graphic. In one case a pen-and- 

ink drawing has been used to illustrate 

an example. (lesson 4, p. 3, 6) 
References are made to other books in 

any case in which the subject has not 

been fully covered. (lesson 12, p. 28) 

The test questions are fairly good, but 

are not as well chosen as those in most 

English textbooks. 

On the whole this is a practical course 
of lessons and is recommended for home 
use but the pamphlet form and lesson 
type of material make it unsuitable for 
general library purposes. Readers’ ad- 
visers may have use for this course in 
special cases. 

Psychology and life; ed. by W. H. 
Mikesell; advisory ed., Frank W. 
Dignan. 10v. are planned. 205 
West Wacker Drive, Chicago, Soci- 
ety for Adult Education, 1932. 
To date three volumes have been 
examined for review. $97.50. 

These volumes, consisting of some 300 
pages each, are unattractively bound in 
brown fabrikoid, with clumsy gold dec- 
oration. A cheap spongy paper is used 
and the general appearance is uninterest- 
ing. 

The material is designed for a study 
course in classes of adults that will meet 
for two one-hour periods a month except 
during July and August. The course 
will cover two years, and the fee, $97.50, 
includes the instruction and the 10 vol- 
umes, and can be paid in installments. 


It is planned that university professors 
will lead each group using these volumes 
as a text, but there is no assurance that 
a competent teacher can be found in all 
communities. 

No author’s name appears. We con- 
clude from the similarity of style through- 
out that all sections in the three volumes 
examined were written or planned by the 
same author. The board of editors in- 
cludes eleven university professors, each 
generally listed as “author, lecturer, 
educator.” 

Each volume contains four sections, as 
follows: v.1, i. Psychology and the 
study of personality; ii. Heredity and 
environment; iii. Fundamental need of 
the human being; iv. Fulfillment of the 
individual’s greatest need ; v.2, v. Human 
being as a machine; vi. Slave-driven 
human being; vii. Psychology of creative- 
ness ; viii. Psychology of the 4s If ; v.3, ix. 
All-round human being; x. How to get 
rid of our faults; xi. Power of ideas; 
xii. Emotions. 

There is no general index or table 
of contents in the first three volumes. 
Each of the four sections in each volume 
is paged separately and has its own table 
of contents. This, of course, makes it 
very difficult to find material. Each 
section is followed by a list of questions, 
and some sections, about one half, include 
bibliographies. ‘There are no study as- 
signments to other books. 

The program form as outlined in the 
pamphlet accompanying the volumes is 
as follows: 

Entertainment ............ 15 minutes 
Discussion of current events 
By the program director.10 minutes 
By the membership...... 5 minutes 
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Review of the present assign- 

WE -iuictueretdsnvewes 10 minutes 
Discussion of points raised 

in the present assignment.35 minutes 
Questionnaire on the present 


a ee 30 minutes 
A survey of the contents of 

the next assignment...... 15 minutes 
Adjournment 


The name, Society for Adult Educa- 
tion, was obviously chosen for the im- 
pression it would make. The organiza- 
tion is purely commercial, and we trust 
that no credulous person has been induced 
to purchase these books under the mis- 
apprehension that this society has some 
connection with the American Associa- 
tion for Adult Education. 

Librarians looking for very simple 
material to answer the demand for 
psychology by those with slight reading 
background will be disappointed by the 
contents of these volumes. ‘They give 
the impression of being up-to-date in the 
sense that modern writers are quoted and 
that the current catch phrases are used, 
but the manner of presentation is old- 
fashioned, moralizing and padded. There 
is a great deal of repetition, lack of 
scientific preparation, and reiterated 
promises throughout of what the study of 
psychology will do in developing per- 
sonality, and in overcoming faults. The 
style is, rambling, wordy and undis- 
tinguished. There is much sensible 
moralizing of the easy and optimistic 
type. Not recommended. 

Raw materials of commerce; a de- 
scriptive account of the vegetable, 
animal, mineral and synthetic products 
of the world and of their commercial 
uses ; by Henry Vanstone. 2v. London, 


Pitman, 1929. $15 in Canada. 

A work of this type is always a use- 
ful acquisition to any reference depart- 
ment. Its primary function perhaps is 
that of supplying information to high 
school, university and normal school stu- 
dents who are seeking material for an 
essay, a lesson or a project. For business 
men and traders it is an invaluable work 
of reference, in that it covers the com- 
mercial field comprehensively and at the 
same time concisely. 

The ground covered is unusually exten- 
sive for a comparatively short work, yet 
this survey of the world’s commercial 
products is remarkably complete. In 
each case the entire history of the raw 
product is given, from its source and 
cultivation to its practical application and 
uses both in everyday life and in the 
world of commerce. 

As indicated by the subtitle the work 
is divided into the following sections: 
vegetable products, animal products, 
mineral products and synthetic products. 
The section on vegetable products oc- 
cupies the entire first volume, the other 
three sections are included in the second. 
A slight drawback to the arrangement of 
the work is the fact that there is no com- 
plete index to the set, each volume having 
a separate index. 

In the matter of illustrations the two 
volumes leave nothing to be desired. In 
books of this type the illustrations are 
indispensable and, deprived of its liberal 
collection of photographs and maps, Raw 
materials of commerce would lose half 
its value as a work of reference. 

While there is little in the set that 
might not be found elsewhere, in periodi- 
cals, pamphlets, industrial chemistries 
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and books on the individual products, the 
work is unique in that it combines, in 
compact and at the same time usable 
form, a vast amount of information. Also 
worthy of note is the unusual combination 
of non-technical treatment and scien- 
tific accuracy which renders the work 
of use to a wide range of readers. 

It is a great boon to the reference 
worker to be able at a moment’s notice 
to place his finger on a description of a 
process which may be followed without 
undue effort by the layman, and yet does 
not leave the reader with the feeling that 
he has merely skimmed the surface. 
Recommended. 

Treasury set. 

Inquiries about this refer, we presume, 
to the Young folks treasury, published by 
the University Society, 468 4th Avenue, 
New York. Many of its features have 
now been combined in the Home uni- 
versity book shelf which was reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, Jan- 
uary, 1932. 

University library of autobiography, 
including all the great autobiogra- 
phies and the autobiographical data 
left by the world’s famous men and 
women, edited with introductions, es- 
says and appreciation by the leading 
scholars and educators of America. 
15 v. New York, F. Tyler Daniels 
co., 1918. (Price unknown.) 

This is a set of octavo volumes, well 
printed on hand laid paper. The Presi- 
dent’s Edition from which the present 
review was prepared, is full-bound in 
gold-tooled light-green not-too-durable 
leather of the trade variety and presents 
an attractive appearance. 

The general introduction supplements 


the title with the following statements: 
“In our endeavor to cover the entire 
field, we have gone back to the very 
earliest autobiographical remains. The 
series begins with the childhood of the 
human race, and seeks to trace how 
thought and character have developed. 
It places the first crude boastful records 
of ancient kings side by side with the 
scientific self-study of Darwin and 
Spencer, the rapt ecstasy of Saint 
Theresa, or the profound meditations of 
Aurelius. It summons you to see for 
yourself how men have grown. 

“Hence, while for our earlier 
volumes every fragment of available 
self-narrative has been preserved; in the 
later ones we have carefully eliminated 
everything not strictly personal . . . We 
have preserved only the really human 
matter, the personal account, what the 
writer himself did and thought and 
felt.” 

Actually the work consists of 119 
abridged autobiographies and auto- 
biographical fragments, beginning with 
King Sargon and ending with Clifford 
W. Beers. Each selection is preceded 
by a brief biographical note and a por- 
trait, real or legendary. There are 
twenty essays on various personages, by 
as many well known American college 
presidents, or, to be precise, by eighteen 
presidents, one dean and one professor. 
Each volume includes also a general in- 
troductory essay which makes more or 
less effort to relate the autobiographies 
included in it to their times. 

As a whole and in detail, the set is 
open to much adverse criticism. Al- 
though opinions will differ as to what 
constitutes a “great” autobiography, one 
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wonders at certain omissions from a 
work which professes such compre- 
hensiveness. No place is found for such 
noted autobiographers as Harriet Mar- 
tineau, Béranger, Edmund Gosse, Leigh 
Hunt, Prince Kropotkin, de Musset, 
Lavater, J. A. Symonds, Talleyrand, 
Jean Paul Richter, Aksakov, Thomas 
Moore and La Rochefoucauld. John 
Wesley is represented, but not John 
Woolman; Samuel Pepys appears, - but 
not his fellow diarist, John Evelyn. 
Among contemporaries we have Clarence 
Hawkes and Clifford W. Beers, but 
not Helen Keller nor Mary Antin—to 
name only persons whose autobiographies 
antedated the year of the set’s publica- 
tion. 

A point is made of autobiographical 
fragments in the case of notable persons 
who neglected to leave autobiographies, 
and many individuals are accordingly 
represented by letters. Examples are 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Mary, Queen of 
Scots, the Duke of Wellington, Henry 
VIII, Sir Isaac Newton, and Lord 
Nelson, with from one to half a dozen 
letters each. Setting aside the valid 
objection that one, two or three letters 
rarely give a fair revelation of character, 
one notices the omission of such famous 
correspondents as the Brownings, the 
Carlyles, Cicero, Mme. de Sévigné, Vol- 
taire, Cowper, and scores of others. 
Here as elsewhere the work suffers from 
the incompatible aims of attempting to 
include within the same covers great 
autobiography and autobiography of the 
great. 

The plan of abridging by leaving out 
all but personal elements runs into dif- 
ficulties when Rousseau’s Confessions is 


cut down to 189 pages and Pepys’ Diary 
to a mere 36! Incidentally it takes no 
account of the fact that an objective 
autobiography through its very range 
and choice of interests for comment 
sheds important light on the personality 
of the writer. 

The appreciative essays contributed by 
the twenty distinguished educators vary 
considerably in interest and worth, but 
on the whole seem more helpful as a 
possible talking point for the salesman 
than for the value they confer upon the 
set. The unsigned editorial contribu- 
tions are on the whole fairly informative 
but show in places the absence of a 
thorough first-hand knowledge of their 
subject. The style of these is popular 
with occasional crudities and hackneyed 
expressions which betray the facile rather 
than the skilled writer. 

Among editorial omissions which 
render the set useless from a scholarly 
standpoint is the failure to indicate trans- 
lators or editions. Thus it is only by 
comparison that one discovers the trans- 
lation of Cellini’s Memoirs to be that 
of J. A. Symonds. There is no bibliog- 
raphy. In the course of abridgment, 
omissions are sometimes indicated and 
sometimes not. No names are given, 
either of the general editor or of edi- 
torial assistants. There is no general 
table of contents and no general index. 
In lieu of these, each volume has at the 
end an alphabetical list of individuals 
in the set with the numbers of the 
volumes in which selections are to be 
found. From this, the reader must refer 
to the table of contents in the volume 
mentioned. 

The usefulness of the University li- 
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brary of autobiography is problematical. 
On the one hand, the set contains much 
interesting and, for many libraries, con- 
siderable out-of-the-way material. One 
could imagine using it for club papers 
or for some other purpose when com- 
pleteness is not essential. It would be 
convenient for a lecturer or special stu- 
dent of autobiography. 

On the other hand, the uses enu- 
merated are only occasional. Incomplete- 
ness, imperfect editing, and inadequate 
indexing make the work practically 
worthless for reference. As circulation 
material, its form is against it, and many 
of the names, important for the student 
of the subject, are not likely to attract 
the general reader. 

Taken altogether, the set represents a 
too familiar type of subscription book 


which has helped make librarians wary 
of works marketed in this way. It is 
not recommended, although, if it can be 
obtained as a gift from some purchaser, 
or picked up for a trifle, it is probably 
worth shelf room. 





Aoemenars 6 is given to réprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the per- 
mission of the American Library As- 
sociation, No pronouncements madé 
in this Bulletin can be considered 
oficial pronouncements of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. Official 
pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associa- 
tion. Obviously no such action has 
been secured or sought in matters per- 
taining to the evaluation of subscrip- 
tion books. No opinion expressed 
herein can therefore be cited as “an 
official éndorsement” of the Aawtein 
Library Association. 
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— Three Important New Books— 


O Current Problems in Public Library Finance 


Just published, yet already characterized as “the most valuable tool 
librarians have had for years.” Reflects fundamental thinking and sound 
judgment. Filled with practical helps and suggestions for librarians, trustees, 
and friends of libraries. Clear, fearless, and definite in its presentation of 
library support in its relation to other public expenditures. Seven chapters, 
on The Library as a Governmental Agency, Sources of Revenue, Shrinkage of 
Public Revenues, The Library Budget, Stretching the Library Dollar, Meas- 
uring Results and Informing the Community, Winning Support. Edited by 
Carl Vitz. 128p. Heavy paper, $1.25; 5 or more, $1 each. 


0) Circulation Work in 
College and University Libraries 


Reflects a broad understanding of present-day trends in education and a 
recognition of the necessity for keying library service to the particular aims 
and functions of the institution which the library serves. Summarizes sig- 
nificant educational experiments and inquires into the techniques necessary 
to link them to effective book service to faculty and students. General prin- 
ciples are discussed in nine chapters, routines in three. Prepared by Charles 
H. Brown and H. G. Bousfield. viii+179p. Cloth, $2.25. 


O Subject Headings for Children’s Books 


Designed for children’s rooms in public libraries and for libraries in 
elementary and junior high schools. Less limited and more flexible than 
Subject Headings . . . Fuvenile Books on which it is based and which it super- 
sedes. Makes a generous use of see, see a/so, and refer from references. Con- 
tains an excellent introduction on the cataloging of children’s books, the 
assignment of subject headings, and the use of a list. Author, Elva S. Smith. 
Xxxiv+236p. Cloth, $3.25. 


The introductory matter on The Cataloging of Children’s Books is also 
published separately. 23p. 25c. 


BOTH IN THEIR SECOND PRINTING 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926-1931 $4.50 
Headley, Making the Most of Books. To Libraries $2.40 


American Library Association 


520 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


























